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Dedication 





Mrs. Cindy Quinn 


We are pleased to dedicate this book to Mrs. Cindy Quinn. II 
is a token of our appreciation for your many years of hard work as a 


teacher and your help in getting us through these four years. 


Thank You 
Class of 2004 


2003-2004 


Hissex Agricultural & 


Technical High School 
Hathorne, MA 


Director 
Gustave Olsen 


Unless you try to do something beyond what 
you have already mastered, you will never 
orow. As you go through life, refuse to accept 
anything but the very best. Your years here 
have built a solid foundation for you, your 
future holds much promise and excitement. 
Good Luck. 

Pune ( tas 


f 


Principal 
Helen Hegarty 
To the members of the Class of 2004, 
| want to congratulate you on the 
completion of your high school program. This 
yearbook is a symbol of your unique high school 
experiences and education. It is my sincere hope 


that you can look upon your years here at Essex 
Agoie and remember them with fondness, 
recalling special friendships, teachers who made 
a difference in your life, and the many fun and 
educational experiences that serve as a founda- 
tion for the rest of your lives. 


Assistant Principal 
Richard Barbeau 


To the class of 2004, 

For the past four years, it has been an 
interesting experience for me to watch you grow 
and mature. | hope you will all continue to 
grow and mature, both physically and educa- 
tionally. Learning is a lifelong experience. | 


Use the knowledge you have received 
here wisely. Work hard to be the best that you 
can be. | am confident that you will have a 
successful future. 


Mote Sagat 


learned a lot from you over these years. | hope 
you did as well and keep an open mind to 
learning as you leave us. You will be remem- 
bered, | promise. 





3) 7) 
: Dicken a Werle 





Class Advisors 





Mr. Grace Ms. Walton 


We. the class of 1997, would like to thank Ms. Walton and Mr Grace for being our class advisors. We 
know it was a tough job, but you pushed us until we finally got things done! Thank you for all the 
time and effort you have put into making our senior year fun and filled with wonderful memories thal 
will last us a lifetime. 

Thank you! 

Class of 2004 
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Superlatives 


Most likely to be found out- Able to day dream in class 
side the Principles Office 


and not get caught 


Pw 





Joe Matatall Gina Schumann Debbie Pleau Brian Poth 


Class Clown Most Random 
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regs Amanda Arsenault Brian Camilio 
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John Barrett Frances Morales 


Superlatives 
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Most Art 


ikely to Succeed 


Most L 








Veronica Gould 


Evan Antone 


Im 


Samantha Chiso 


Bobby Miles 





Le 
tar 


It 


If 


— 
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Peter M 


Amanda Dube 


Most likely to be found at 


the Coftee Shop 


Michele Spaulding 


Cory Faro 


Superlatives 
Best Couple Most ‘Talkative 





Nicole DeCoulis Chris Perry 


Most Likely to 


forget to come to School 





Mike Irrazary Crystall McCormack 


Superlatives 
Most Outspoken 


Most Unique Sense of 
Cl 
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Jorge Rascon Marta Calixto 


Most Likely to Visit the 
School after Graduation 
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Erica Clarke Marc Churchill 


Most Athletic 





Nathan Lauranzano Stephanie StLouis 


Geoff Vashon Sara-Beth Sicard 
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Amanda Arsenault Tiffany Courtney Keri-Ann Lapierre 
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Crystal McCormack Siobhan McLaughlin Derek Paquette 





Geoff Vashon 
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Group Iwo 








Jamie Appleton John Barrett 





Kerri Consiglio 
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Environmental Science 


Evan Antone 





Brian Camilio 


Nicole Decoulas James Galloway 


Tanya Giles Veronica Gould Francis Karpinski 
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Amanda Leone Miles 





Floriculture 








Alyshia Branford Erin Butler Marta Calixto 
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Michael Conley David Jenkins Nicole Mercier 





Valerie Miller Lizabeth Mimms Frances Morales 
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Tanya Quinn Gina Schumann Sara-Beth Sicard 





Horse Management 
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Devin Eriesian Rachael Gary Robert Maclssac 
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Crystal Whitehead 


Ornamental Horticulture one 
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Ornamental Horticulture two 








Stephanie Dore Kelly Jackson 
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Carlos Joaquin 
Joselin Lind 


Joshua Noyes Joseph Matatall 








THE YEAR 
IN REVIEW 
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A DESTRUCTIVE PATH. Hurricane Isabel struck seven states on the East 
Coast in September, killing 27 people and causing $128 million in damage. 
More than five million people were left without power as several cities, 
including Baltimore, experienced flooding. (arrceorge widman) 


DRUGS FOR THE ELDERLY. George W. Bush engineered the largest—and 
most expensive—overhaul of Medicare since it was established in 1965. 
Under the new plan, which Washington says will cost an estimated more 
than $500 billion over 10 years, the elderly will be eligible for prescription 
drug coverage beginning in 2006. The program will be run by private insur- 
ers with the help of government subsidies. Critics claim it will cost much 
more and argue the big winners are pharmeucetical companies, who are 

in line to pocket millions. (aP/pick Bowmer) 





A COURAGEOUS ACT. Pfc. Jessica Lynch became the most famous soldier 
in the Iraq war, although she wonders why. The supply clerk was injured and 
captured by Iraqi forces after her group was ambushed. U.S. troops later 
rescued her from a hospital where she was being treated for her injuries. 
After returning home to Palestine, W.Va., the 21-year-old who earned a 
Bronze Star and a Purple Heart for her service, claimed she was no heroine 
and had been treated well by her captors, but was still the subject of made 
for TV movies. (AP/Steve Helber) 


3RING ON BUSH. Massachusetts Sen. John Kerry swept through the 
Jemocratic primaries and easily won the presidential nomination over nine 
other hopefuls, despite an early challenge from former Vermont governor 
oward Dean. Kerry, a Yale graduate and decorated Vietnam vet who later 
urned against the war, will challenge President George W. Bush over his 
andling of the economy and the Iraq war (and its aftermath) in what is 
xpected to be one of the nastiest campaigns in U.S. history. (armory Gash) 
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EMORIES UP IN FLAMES. More than 3,600 homes and 750,000 acres 
vere destroyed in the largest wildfires in California’s history. The Southern 
alifornia region was hardest hit by the disaster that took the lives of 22 


eople and inflicted damage totalling more than $2 billion. 


OPENING THEIR 
WALLETS. Tripling 

U.S. spending on AIDS 
programs overseas, 
George W. Bush pledged 
$15 billion over five 
years to treat and prevent 
the spread of the killer 
disease. According to 
the United Nations, 

42 million people are 
infected with HIV world- 
wide—29 million in 
Africa alone. Twenty-five 
million around the world 
have died from AIDS, a 
number that is expected 
to rise to a total of 80 
million by 2010. 


(AP/Aaron Favila) 







LIGHTS OUT. Federal investigators blame the worst blackout in U.S. history 
on poor control-room procedures and on the failure of a Midwest power- 
grid organization to prevent the outage from spreading. The blackout left 
50 million people without power for up to two days in eight Midwestern 
and Northeastern states, forced 12 airports to close and cost $6 billion in 
economic losses. (mactean's/Peter Breag) 


CRIME CRACKDOWN. Violent and property crimes dipped to their lowest 
levels since records started being compiled 30 years ago, dropping more 
than 50 per cent in the last decade. The annual survey by the Bureau of 
Justice Statistics identified about 23 million crime victims in 2002, down 
slightly from the year before and far below the 44 million recorded when 
Studies began in 1973. 


American Events 


BORDER CRACKDOWN. In an attempt to catch possible terrorists at the border, the U.S. began fingerprinting and 
photographing foreign visitors. The information is compared with people who are on suspected terrorist lists, have 
violated their visas or have committed other crimes. (ariaiexandre Meneghini) 


DEEPLY DIVIDED. In 
Massachusetts, the Supreme 
Judicial Court ruled that barring 
gays and lesbians from marrying 
violates the state constitution 
because it made them “second- 
class citizens.” The ruling sparked 
Same-Sex marriages across the 
country, deeply dividing public 
Opinion, with George W. Bush 
calling for a constitutional 
amendment to ban the practice. 


(AP/Jeff Chiu) 


HANDING IN HIS TWO WEEKS. 
New York Stock Exchange’s chief 
executive officer Richard Grasso 
resigned amid controversy over 

his compensation package, which 
included a lump-sum payout of 
$139.5 million. Grasso said his 
resignation was “in the best interests 
of both the Exchange and myself.” 


(AP/Ed Bailey) 


ROYAL OVERTHROW. Throw pillows and wall colours were the last thing on style Queen Martha Stewart’s mind after 
being convicted of conspiracy, obstruction of justice and two counts of making false statements in connection with 
the 2001 sale of her shares in a medical technology company. Stewart, who was found to have benefitted from insider 


information, faces up to 20 years in jail, but will appeal the conviction. — (arvakira ono) 
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& 
Integration 
MICHIGAN! 
for Equality Be CHIGH i 
a Bn INIT) Atm, , DOMESTIC TERRORISM. Sniper 


John Allen Muhammad awaits 
execution after being convicted in 
the 2002 Washington, D.C.-area 
random shootings in which 10 
people were killed—and the entire 
region terrorized. His 17-year-old 
accomplice, John Lee Malvo, was 
sentenced to life in prison. 


A QUALIFIED YES. The Supreme Court ventured yet again into the divisive issue of race and ruled that affirmative 
action is OK, sometimes. After hearing two cases, both involving the University of Michigan, the court said that race 
can be considered positively as one of several factors when making student selections, but that it cannot result in 
automatic additional points as part of an admissions formula. Affirmative action began in the 1960s as a way of 


compensating for past injustices to black 





ALWAYS GOOD FOR A LAUGH. 

Bob Hope hosted a record 18 
Academy Award ceremonies and 
was well-known for his many trips 
overseas to entertain American 
troops, from the Second World War 
to the first Gulf War in 1991. The 
legendary comic and movie actor 
died of pneumonia a few weeks 
after celebrating his 100th birthday. 


(AP/Doug Pizac) 


S.  (AP/Paul Sancya) 


ONLY IN HOLLYWOOD. 
Screen star Arnold 
Schwarzenegger muscled 
his way into politics 

by becoming governor 
of California in a recall 
election. The 56-year-old 
Republican defeated 
Democratic incumbent 
Gov. Gray Davis and 133 
other candidates, rang- 
ing from veteran politi- 
cians to former sitcom 
celebrities. When he 
promised, “I'll be back!” 
in Terminator, nobody 
could have guessed this. 


(AP/Marcio Jose Sanchez) 








(AP/Jahi Chikwendiu) 


A TRAGIC TRIP 
HOME. Eleven 
people died and 
dozens were 
injured ina 
spectacular crash 
of the storied 
Staten Island 
Ferry. Panicked 
commuters jumped 
from the mangled 
vessel into the cold 
harbor waters, and 
the ship’s pilot fled 
the ferry after it 
crashed into the 
Staten Island 
terminal. 


(AP/Stuart Ramson) 
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o 2 oe ' END OF A DICTATOR. Nine months 
Se Se x after the fall of Baghdad, disposed 
lraqi dictator Saddam Hussein was 


es o 


THE DEATH TOLL MOUNTS. Even though George W. Bush declared the war in Iraq officially over in May 2003, the captured in a spider hole, 110 miles 
carnage continued into 2004. U.S. and Allied troops on the ground faced a constant threat of attack, and by the end north of the capital. Known for 
of March, some 700 soldiers, including some 600 Americans, had been killed, many the result of suicide bombings his opulent palaces, Saddam was 





PEACE AT LAST? Since their partition in 1947, the 
predominantly Hindu India and mainly Muslim Pakistan 
have gone to war three times and were on the brink of 
nuclear war in 2002. But major efforts, including historic 
meetings between the countries’ two leaders, have 
inspired hope that stable peace may be at hand. One of 
the key roadblocks is the region of Kashmir—two-thirds 
of which is under Indian control even though a majority 
of its inhabitants are Muslim. (apt kumar) 


MIRACLE AMID TRAGEDY. Nine days after a deadly 
earthquake struck Iran, a 97-year-old woman was pulled 
from the rubble—and asked for a cup of tea. Though 
Sharbanou Mazandarani weighed less than 66 pounds, 
she was in good physical condition—despite going 
without water for more than a week. Sadly, Mazandarani 
was one of only a handful of survivors of the earthquake 
that measured 6.6 on the Richter scale and shattered 
the ancient city of Bam. More than 30,000 people died 
and another 15,000 were injured. (apKamran Jebreiti 





living in squalor—a filthy two-room 
Shack—was armed with a pistol, 

but offered no resistance during his 
capture by U.S. forces. Categorized 
as a POW, Saddam will most likely 
be tried for crimes against humanity. 


A HISTORY OF CONFLICT. Israeli and Palestinians 
continue their struggle with no end in sight. Thousands 





have died in the second intifada as Palestinian suicide 
bombers strike in busy Jewish centers while Israeli 
troops crack down on settlements. In June, George W. 
Bush called for Palestinians to replace their leader, 
Yasser Arafat, with one not “compromised by terror.” 


(AP/Lefteris Pitarakis) 





WHAT A PARTY. About 500,000 
people crowded St. Peter’s Square 
to celebrate Pope John Paul II's 
silver anniversary—one of the 
longest reigns atop the Catholic 
church in its 2,000-year history. 
The 83-year-old pontiff, known for 
his conservative views, is credited 
with playing a major role in the 
downfall of Communism, is the 
only Pope to set foot in a mosque 
and was a vocal opponent of the 
war in Iraq. (reuTers/Dylan Martinez) 


ALL DECKED OUT. Everything about the Queen Mary 2 


(1,132 feet), tallest (236 feet) and widest (128 feet) 
passenger liner ever. It has 1,250 crew to serve 2,600 
passengers. Equipped with the biggest movie theater 
on water, a planetarium, casino and five swimming 
pools, it’s no wonder the Queen Mary is also the most 
expensive cruise vessel at more than $1 billion. 





TOO HOT TO HANDLE. That was the case for many Europeans who suffered through a record 
heat wave that scorched the continent in August. Some 35,000 people died, mostly the elderly 
and chronically ill. In France alone, where temperatures soared to 105°—and remained at these 
searing heights for two weeks—nearly 15,000 people died. — (aprrranck Prevel) 


(REUTERS/Peter Macdiarmid) 





ONE CRAZY COW. A single cow in Mabton, Wash., tested positive for bovine spongiform 
encephalopathy (BSE)—and more than 30 countries banned the import of all U.S. beef products. 
Mad cow disease can produce a fatal brain-wasting illness in humans who consume contaminated 
beef. Experts predict that the fallout from mad cow could cost the industry $2 billion. (arveiaine thompson) 


INVISIBLE THREATS. A flurry of 
infectious diseases continues to 
pose serious global health risks. 
Although SARS did not kill any 
Americans and was detected in onl 


wide contracted the disease, killing 
up to 1,000. However, mosquito- 
born West Nile virus infected more 
than 9,000 Americans, 230 of 
whom died, mostly the elderly. 


could lead to the human avian flu, 
devastated poultry farms through- 
out Southeast Asia and hit chicken 
operations in three states: 
Delaware, Pennsylvania and 

New Jersey. 





E.T.? ARE YOU THERE? Unmanned rovers Spirit and Opportunity have caused excitement back home with the 
photos they’ve sent back from their visit to the red planet. The main purpose of the Mars exploration is to search 
for signs of water-—and Opportunity knocked. The rover found water-drenched rocks, showing that life may have 
existed on the planet. nasa 





is gargantuan. It’s the largest (137,000 tonnes), longest 





(AP/Patricia McDonnell) 
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LINKIN LOVES THE STAGE. It’s tough to get Linkin Park 
off the road and into the studio. The L.A.-based rockers, 
who inject pop, punk, metal and hip-hop into their sound, 
finally followed up their hit Hybrid Theory (2000)— 
which sold 14 million copies—with Meteora, as well as 
a CD and DVD of their summer stadium tour, called Live 
in Texas. Averaging six live shows a week will do that 

tO YOU. (cP/Aaron Harti) 


SECOND COMING. After Come Away 
With Me, which sold 18 million copies 
and netted Norah Jones seven 
Grammys in 2002, her sophmore 
release was widely anticipated—and 
immediately popular. Jones decided to 


Hh | goa whole different route, adding 
Hii HL country and bluegrass to the mix of 
' ; bluesy numbers, most notably a duet 


=~, - with country legend Dolly Parton. 
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(AP/Jim Cooper) 


TOUGH ACT TO FOLLOW. 
The world’s most famous 
skater-girl, Avril Lavigne, 
19, is putting together the 
follow-up CD to her 2002 
smash hit Let Go; which 
sold nearly five million 
copies. The Canadian 
pop-rocker is working 
with former Evanescence 


QUEEN OF THE GRAMMYS. The ultra-talented actress-singer-writer-producer DS ee 
Beyoncé Knowles has proven she can do it all—and she's just 22. Knowles has also ; ; ae m és th eee 
landed some pretty big endorsement deals, including Tommy Hilfiger perfume and hel ? te in 2004 
Pepsi. The Houston-native’s debut solo album, Dangerously in Love, spent 2003 in pubic abe: 
heavy rotation at radio stations and in the clubs. Not to mention five Grammy awards, 2: ee 

including Best R&B album. (ap/meed saxon) 


NOTHING’S 
WRONG WITH HER 
VOICE. Christina 
Aguilera might take 
things a bit too far 
in music videos 
and onstage, but 
nobody can deny 
the 23-year-old 
has an incredible 
singing voice. 
Aguilera’s Stripped 
was one of the 
biggest albums 

of 2003, and she 
also had a hugely 
successful world 
tour, sharing the 
stage with Justin 
Timberlake. 


(AP/Tina Fineberg) 


NO HANGING CHADS, BUT SOME DOUBTS. Although Ruben Studdard (right) walked away 
the winner of the second American Idol contest by one per cent of the vote, runner-up Clay 
Aiken (left) was the big winner. The bookish geek turned pop star released Measure of a 
Man, which debuted at No. 1 on the Bi//board 200. Studdard’s Sou/ful, meanwhile, was 
slower on the market and not nearly as popular among music lovers, calling into question 
the show’s results. (apimark J. Territ 
























THREE TIMES GOLDEN. 
The flamboyant hip-hop duo 
OutKast won three Grammy 
awards—including Album of 
the Year for Speakerboxxx/ 
The Love Below, marking the 
first time an R&B group has 
won the award. The duo's 
two-disc release also won 
them Best Rap Album. 
Included on their smash hit 
is the chart-topping single 
Hey Ya!, which won a 
Grammy for best urban/ 
alternative performance. 


(AP/Kevork Djansezian) 





SEE YOU IN COURT. Downloading 
music has become pretty serious 
business. Nearly 1,000 Americans 
have had lawsuits filed against 
them by the Recording Industry 
Association of America. In total, 
on-line piracy cost the music 
industry an estimated $2.4 billion 
iN 2003. (macuean's/Peter Brega) 


OO eee 


FROM THE DARKNESS. Goth-inspired Arkansas rockers 
Evanescence made the big time with Fallen. Even though 
Ben Moody, a founding member and guitarist, quit the 
band, singer Amy Lee kept things together and rode the 
success of the single Bring Me To Life, which was also 
featured on the soundtrack of Daredevil, starring Ben 
Affleck and Jennifer Garner. (arieric Jamison) 


SEEMS LIKE YESTERDAY. But in fact it’s been 40 years 
since the Beatles crossed the pond from England for the 
first time and conquered the U.S. The Fab Four appeared 
on the Ed Sullivan Show on Feb. 9, 1964, ushering in 
the British Invasion and a pop-culture explosion that 
changed the world. Yeah, Yeah, Yeah. (ap) 


A SECRET NO MORE. 
The White Stripes 

were once indie music 
darlings from Detroit, 
but the huge success 

of Elephant in 2003 
propelled lead singer 
and guitarist Jack White 








and drummer Meg White 

(they are divorced) into TOP 10 ALBUMS FOR 2003 

celebrity status. Jack’s 

relationship with movie TITLE ARTIST 

oa en iad 1 GET RICH OR DIE TRYIN 50 CENT 

gossip columns. 2. COME AWAY WITH ME NORAH JONES 

(AP/Tammia Arroyo) ee ee eee ee ee roe en | 
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IF YOU CAN'T STEAL ’EM, BUY ’EM. With the threat of lawsuits hanging 
over the heads of on-line pirates, thousands are turning to Web sites like 
Apple's /Tunes, which offer a legal alternative. People seem to have taken 
the bait as 1.5 million songs are being purchased from the site every 
week— 70 per cent of all legal downloaded music—and /Tunes sales 
estimates for 2004 top 100 million songs. (ae) 





SOUND LIKE BEYONCE OR CHRISTINA. Or at least sing 
along. PlayStation 2’s Karaoke Revolution is the first 
interactive karaoke video game, giving aspiring pop 
stars a chance to show what they’ve got. The game 
uses a voice analyzer to rate the player's performance. It 
might kick-start your career—or bring those big dreams 
crashing GOWN. mactean’s/Peter Bregg) 


The all-new Pod 
, songs in your pocket 
17t ee cobecten # ye 
ram are ape. wager 4 
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CAN YOU EVER HAVE ENOUGH POCKETS? It’s no 
wonder cargo pants are still all the rage—especially for 
the guys. From your MP3 player, cellphone, Personal 
Digital Assistants (PDA) and wallet, you have a lot to 
carry around. Until the man purse becomes more 
commonplace among the teen set, cargo wear will 
remain a popular choice for many. (mactean’s/teigh-Ann Harper) 





LITTLE GUYS PACK SOME PUNCH, TOO. Apple’s new iPod mini is business 
card-sized, has 4GB of memory, holds 1,000 songs and is priced at about 
$250. Of course you can stick with the somewhat larger—albeit still hand- 
held—original that’s slightly more expensive but holds a whopping 10,000 
songs. You might need that type of variety if, for instance, you're planning 
to travel around the world three times. 


(MACLEAN'S/Peter Bregg) 





TRUCKER CRAZE. Pop star Justin 
Timberlake started the craze when 
he wore a Von Dutch hat to 
Grammy night parties in 2003. 
Other celebrities quickly followed 
suit—including Paris Hilton and 
Nicole Richie on TV’s The Simple 
Life, making the truckers’ hat cool. 
Von Dutch Originals also hawks 
jeans, T-shirts and motorcycle 
jackets, but it's the wide-billed, 
foam-front truckers’ hat (which 
cost upwards of $100) that has 
Caused a consumer stir. 
(MACLEAN'S/Peter Bregg) 


FOX/Sam Jones 
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WAY TOO STRANGE FOR FICTION. When it came to 
reality TV, celebrities took center stage. The Simple Life 
sent hotel heiress Paris Hilton and Nicole Richie, the 
daughter of pop-star Lionel Richie, to a farm in the deep 
south. Punk'd gave “it” boy Ashton Kutcher a platform 
to pull pranks on unsuspecting celebs. Donald Trump 
went in search of an assistant in The Apprentice. And 
don't forget New/yweds, which opened the front doors 
of pop singers Jessica Simpson’s and Nick Lachey’s 
home during their first year of wedded bliss. Survivor was back for another season— 
some Say its best yet-—and there was no shortage of shows on which contestants set out in 
search of love: The Bachelor, The Bachelorette, Joe Millionaire—International and Average 
Joe. If the sappy scenes in those shows didn’t make 
you sick, Fear Factor—with its disgusting taste tests— 
probably did. Live maggots, anyone? 





(AP/Matt Sayles) 
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NOW YOU CAN GO OUT 
THURSDAY NIGHT. After 

a decade of incredibly 
successful seasons, the 
cast of Friends are calling it 
quits. But don’t worry fans, 
because it’s highly unlikely 
that you've seen the last of 
these guys. Who knows, 

if we're really lucky, maybe 
there will be six spinoffs. 


NBC) 


Bm HAPPY| BIRTHDAY 
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A LITTLE 
EMERGENCY 
ROOM HUMOR. 
Medical intern John 
“J.D.” Dorian (Zach 
Braff, left) is joined 
at Los Angeles’s 
Sacred Heart 
Hospital by a group 
of wildly funny 
staffers and 
patients on Scrubs. 


This season 
THE LAUGHTER FADES TO BLACK. Tragedy struck Michael J. Fox 
8 Simpl Lay | Teenage Daughter ; (right) came on 
es peated sure Joti Hiker (wh CLUED IN TO WHAT PEOPLE WANT. CS/ remained a regular atop the hoard for two 
played Paul Hennessy), cola aaa on the set and later ratings ladder for another year as more than 30 million people regularly episodes, playing 
he ‘ ’ tuned in every week to watch an elite team of forensic criminal b 
died of heart complications. In an attempt to fill the , an obsessive 
void, Just Shoot Me's David Spade joined the 8 Simple investigators working tough cases in Las Vegas. For a different vibe, compulsive 
Rules cast as C.J., Kate's (Katey Sagal) pesky nephew. try CSI Miami, also a top 10 show. Same idea but in a slightly warmer SUTgeON. roucHsron 


Setting. (ces/orenzo Agius) 


REUTERS/Robert Galbraith 





TO THE VICTOR, GO THE SPOILS. Director Peter Jackson’s third epic 
installment of J.R.R. Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings series cleaned up at the 
Academy Awards and the box office. The Lord of the Rings: The Return of 
the King, which cashed in with $351 million in just seven weeks, won best 
picture, best director and nine other statues for a record-tying 11. 


(NEWLINE PROD./Pierre Vinet) 





A VERY TOUCHY SUBJECT. Mel Gibson’s The Passion of the Christ has 
created more controversy and buzz than any film in years. Focussing on 
Jesus’ final 12 hours on earth, Gibson has been slammed for the film’s 
excessive blood and gore, and alleged anti-Semitism. The controversy has 
divided church officials and critics alike. Nevertheless, the film put up the 
second-best ever five-day figures for a movie opening with ticket sales 

of $117.5 million. Only The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King at 
$124 million grossed more. (icon proouction) 
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AUDIENCES TAKE THE BAIT. And when the stars are this cute, who wouldn't? 
Crowds poured into theaters to watch Finding Nemo, the animated comedic 

adventures of the fretful clownfish Marlin (voiced by Albert Brooks) and his 

young son Nemo (Alexander Gould). Voted best animated film at the Oscars, 
the film was also a huge hit on the small screen, ranked as the hottest DVD 

purchase Of 2003. (oisnevpixar Fiems) 





AHOY, JOHNNY. People’s Sexiest Man Alive, Johnny Depp (above), gets 
ugly for his role as rogue pirate Jack Sparrow in Pirates of the Caribbean: 
The Curse of the Black Pearl. Wearing heavy black eyeliner and speaking 
with a drunk-like slur, Depp’s character and Will Turner (Orlando Bloom) 
try and stop a ship of dangerous pirates led by Captain Barbossa (Geoffrey 
Rush) and recover lost treasure. (wait oisney pictures) 





THE ANTI-SCROOGE. Nobody does comedy like Will Ferrell. In E/f, he plays 
Buddy, the accident-prone human mistakenly raised by elves on the North 
Pole, who discovers he is not an elf and sets off to New York City to connect 
with his biological father (James Caan). But Buddy finds his dad—and most 
of New York—has forgotten the true meaning of Christmas, and makes it his 
job to single handedly rejuvenate the spirit. (vewuine cinema) 
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IT'S NOT EASY BEING GOD. Just ask Bruce Nolan 

(Jim Carrey). After Nolan is given God’s powers in 
Bruce Almighty, things get a little chaotic when he tries 
to give everyone what they pray for. The real test is his 
relationship with girlfriend Grace (Jennifer Aniston) 
whom he loses during his ultimate power trip. Ultimately, 
Bruce proves he’s only human. 


(ILLUSION ARTS/Ralph Nelson) 





ROMANCE TIMES 50. Adam Sandler and Drew 
Barrymore, who lit up the big screen when they paired 
in The Wedding Singer, are back with another romantic 
comedy. In 50 First Dates, Henry Roth (Sandler) 

is a veterinarian living in Hawaii who falls for Lucy 
(Barrymore). The problem is that Lucy suffers from 
short-term memory loss and can’t remember meeting 
him, so Henry has to woo her every day with the hope 


she'll fall in love with him—again, and again and again. 
COLUMBIA) 


MUSICAL MASTERPIECE. Failed rock star Dewey Finn 
(Jack Black) gets tossed from his band, and needs cash 
fast. So, in School of Rock, he scams himself a gig as 

a 4th grade substitute teacher and decides to teach a 
group of uptight private school kids how to play rock ‘n’ 
roll. His goal? To win a local band contest and rejuvenate 
his own fledgling career. Hilarity ENSUES. (APevork Djansezian 









MUTANTS TIMES TWO. The 
mutants band together in X2 to 
fight their common enemy, Gen. 
William Stryker (Brian Cox), who 
plans to destroy them. Wolverine 
(Hugh Jackman, above) leads a 
pack of mutants played by a star- 
studded cast including Halle Berry, 
Patrick Stewart, Anna Paquin and 
Shawn Ashmore as Iceman. (ox) 





ICE GLORY. In Miracle, Kurt Russell plays Herb Brooks, 
the late U.S. Olympic hockey team’s head coach, who 
in 1980 led his club of rag-tag college kids to the top of 
the medal podium. The film is based on the true story 
of the surprise U.S. triumph in Lake Placid over the 
powerhouse Soviet Union team. (wairoisney pictures) 


CAN'T LIVE UP TO THE HYPE. 
While the crowds poured into 
theatres to watch Neo (Keanu 
Reeves) and the rest of the crew 
in The Matrix—Reloaded, and The 
Matrix—Revolutions (both released 
in 2003), most left disappointed. 
Sure, the special effects were cool, 
but after the outpouring of praise 
following the original Matrix in 
1999, the two sequels offered up 
good action but fell flat as far as 
plot was concerned. (warner sroTHeRrs) 





TOILET HUMOR AT ITS BEST. Steve Stifler (Seann 
William Scott, far left) and the American Pie gang have 
returned for American Wedding. Centered around the 
wedding of Jim (Jason Biggs, center) and Michelle 
(Alyson Hannigan), the usual series of hijinks prevail. 
lf the first couple of American Pie flicks grossed you 
out, beware. This one really takes the cake. (universaty 
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NEAR PERFECTION. Few people 
have ever been as graceful on 
skates as Michelle Kwan. In fact, 
with her seventh straight national 
championship and eighth overall, 
Kwan is one of the all-time greatest 
female figure skaters. The 23-year- 
old from Torrance, Calif., has 
recorded an incredible 35 perfect 
6.0s at U.S. championships in her 
career, which has also included five 
world championships.  (ce/paui chiasson) 








NOT JUST A HALFTIME SHOW. 
Though Janet Jackson's wardrobe 
malfunction will be the most 
memorable Super Bowl moment, 
— the New England Patriots, led by 
— HARD HITTER. Nobody serves a OB Tom Brady (eevee 
<= tennis ball faster than Andy Roddick. Carolina Panthers played on of the 
The 21-year-old from Omaha used most exciting championships in 
his 150 mile-an-hour serve to win recent history. Adam Vinatierl’s 41- 
both the U.S. Open and French Open yard field goal with four seconds to 
in 2003. Off the court, Roddick was 90 lifted New England to a 32-29 


dating actress/singer Mandy Moore. __V/Ctory, Its second Super Bowl in 
Sediile Secnteauaicd three SeaSONS. (aP/oave Martin) 








(AP/Winslow Townson) 
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TEEING UP A RIVALRY. Golf titans Tiger Woods and Vijay Singh spent most 
of 2003 and the early part of 2004 battling for the PGA tour’s No. 1 ranking. 
Woods was able to hold on, but there was little doubt that the hottest golfer 
last year was Singh, who had 12 
top-10 finishes in a row. In fact, 
Singh (inset), from Fiji, won the 
PGA money title in 2003, earning 
$7.6 million while playing in 27 
tournaments—nine more than 
Woods. 


MAYBE KRYPTONITE MIGHT STOP 
HIM. Lance Armstrong can't be 
denied. For five consecutive years 
the 32-year-old Texan has won the 
Tour de France and to top it off, he 
did it after beating testicular cancer 
in 1996. Only four other cyclists 
have ever won five titles, and only 
One in that group, Miguel Indurain 
of Spain, won five in a row. 


(AP/Laurent Rebours) 
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THE HEIR APPARENTS? Not since Michael Jordan entered the league 20 
years ago has a rookie been more highly touted than Cleveland Cavaliers 
guard Lebron James (left). The 19-year-old high-schooler was the No. 1 pick 
in the NBA’s 2003 draft and even signed a $90 million Nike shoe deal before 
his first game. Meanwhile, Denver Nuggets Carmelo Anthony, 19, (right), the 
third pick in the draft, has also proved he can play with the big boys. 


(AP/Ron Schwane) 








BACK FROM THE BRINK. 
annual World Junior Hockey Championship. Trailing 3-1 in the second period 


lt was the best finish ever for Team USA at the 


of the gold medal match, the under-19s rallied to beat Team Canada 4-3 in 


Helsinki. The U.S. club’s previous best finish was a silver in 1997. (cpvadrian wyia) 





HOW ABOUT A COIN TOSS. The always controversial college football season 


didn't disappoint. Although USC (12-1) finished atop the Associated Press 
poll, they weren’t invited to the Sugar Bowl, the unofficial championship 
game. In that game, LSU (13-1) beat Oklahoma 21-14 and laid claim to the 


lop spot. Purists pleaded for a head-to-head battle to no avail. 


(AP/Joe Raymond) 


THE 2003 CHAMPIONS 





SUPER BOWL XXXVIII 


NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS OVER CAROLINA PANTHERS 32-29 
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STANLEY CUP 


NEW JERSEY DEVILS OVER ANAHEIM MIGHTY DUCKS 4-3 SERIES 











FEMALE TIGER. Michelle Wie is 
only 14, but she can drive a golf 
ball 300 yards, further than most 
grown men. Following in the foot- 
steps of Annika Sorenstam, who 
last year was the first woman in 58 
years to play in a PGA event, the 
six-foot tall Wie took her swings at 
a men’s tour stop in January in 
Hawaii—and missed the cut by just 
a stroke. The comparisons to a 
young Tiger Woods were inevitable. 


(AP/Eric Risberg) 
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SELLING THE FRANCHISE. Ina 
shocker, Manchester United sold 
superstar captain David Beckham 
to Real Madrid for $41 million. 
Beckham, one of pro-soccer’s 
leading players, joined the Spanish 
champions on a four-year contract 
worth $8 million a year. He makes 
another $17 million annually in 
endorsements. (ar/paui white) 





NOT CHICAGO’S FAVORITE SON. 
Chicago Cubs fan Steve Bartman 
has no doubt considered hiring 
bodyguards since last fall, when the 
city blamed him for preventing its 
favorite team from playing in the 
World Series. With just four outs 
away from winning the league play- 
offs against the Florida Marlins and 
advancing to the Series, Bartman 
prevented Cubs left fielder Moises 
Alou from making a routine out by 
reaching for a foul ball before it 
could land in Alou’s outstretched 
glove. The play gave the Marlins 
another life, which they took full 
advantage of to win the game and 
then the playoff series. In an 
attempt to end the Cubs 58-year 
championshipless curse, the ball 
was destroyed after being bought 
at auction for $106,600. 


(AP/Amy Sancetta) 





CENTER COURT’S AT THE 50-YARD LINE. |t must have been tough to see 
the ball, but a record basketball crowd of 78,129 attended the BasketBowl 
game between Michigan State and Kentucky at Ford Field—home of the 
Detroit Lions. The Kentucky Wildcats staved off the Spartans 79-74. The 
attendance total shattered the previous record of 75,000 held by the Harlem 
Globetrotters during a 1951 exhibition game in Berlin, Germany. 


(AP/Carlos Osorio) 






ALWAYS LOOK YOUR BEST. Because you never know 
who may be taking your picture. Hewlett-Packard in 
Britain has created eyeglasses with a built-in camera 
that constantly photographs everything the wearer sees. 
Meanwhile, camera phones are becoming all the craze. 
Now you can snap off a pic, and use the instant mes- 
saging feature on your phone to send it to all your 
friends. Experts worry about privacy implications. 

No kidding. (motoro.a) 


BEIJING . . . WE HAVE LIFT OFF. After 11 years of 
planning, China launched its first piloted spacecraft— 
becoming the third nation after the former Soviet Union 
and the U.S. to send humans into space. China's first 
taikonaut is Yang Liwei, a 38-year-old fighter pilot. 
After multiple satellite launch failures during the ’80s 
and ’90s, Chinese officials kept details of the mission 
secret. But they did release a song to mark the historic 
occasion called, guess what, Flying. (ari cang) 
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HATE NEEDLES? Then you might 
soon be in luck. Replacing the 
needle-administered flu vaccination 
in many parts of the U.S. is a far 
less annoying nasal spray. The 
Spray, which contains a live—albeit 
weakened—form of the flu is only 
recommended for healthy people 
between five and 49. (arichitose suzuki 
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Virus Update from Dave 


kindly check the attached LOVELETTER coming from me 


all 


THIS MESSAGE COULD 
SELF-DESTRUCT. The 
Mydoom computer virus 
flooded Internet users’ inboxes 
in 214 countries to become 
what some experts claim was 
the fastest-spreading e-mail 
virus in history. A variant of 
the virus that takes aim at 
Microsoft's Web site prompted 
the software giant to issue 

a $250,000 reward for 
information leading to the 
arrest of the mad scientist 
who created the virus. 


AP/Dino Vournas) 
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AND IT EVEN PARKS ITSELF. Japanese car maker 
Toyota was able to cut the price of its gas-electric Prius 
to about $23,000, sparking a worldwide buying spree. 
Global sales targets for 2004 have skyrocketed from 
76,000 to 130,000. And for an extra $2,000, you get the 
Intelligent Parking Assist program, which makes parallel 
parking a breeze. The car actually parks itself, after you 
have defined where you want to park on a computerized 
SCFEEN. (REUTERS/Jeff Christensen) 
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